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Goodbye to one of the original greal dames

When the telephone rings at
my house at 6:25 &.m. 1t's never gocd
news And when it happened
Saturday morning I knew what was
coming,

My mother was on the phone, as1
expected. She really ddnt hawve to
tell me any mare but she did so any-
way: It weas her task and she was
beound to see it through. Thatk just
how shie 5.

My grandmother, she tald me,
pessed away that morning in
Charlotte at age &4,

As 1 said It was expected. My
grandmother had been in declining
health since the dayafter I last saw
her in December. t wasona
Saturday afemeon a couple of
weeks before Christmas when that
occurred, W took her some choco-
late chip cookies my wife made.
Grandma loved those, She couldn’
resist anything with checolate realhy

‘Wi had agreat visit malnly because
miy grandmotherwas as alert and
sharp as T had seen her in twoyears or
mire. She passed apound the can of
cookies ance to my aunts and uncles
then consumesd the rest belore day-
bireak on Sunday

‘When v left she reached outher
hand to touch my face and emind-
el me that I'was her first grandchild,
which made me golden.

she had herself a time. As 1t
turned out, 1t was a last hurrah. Late
last wesk she went into Hosplee care
at the retirement village in Chadotte
she called home
after moving thers
from Danbury In
12491, It was a matter
aof time from that
palnt.

Not long after my

muther's phone call
‘ Saturday 1 posted

this message to my
fends: “RIP Nancy
Lee Dunlap Taylor
Rodenbough: Family
matriarch, working
woman, civic leader, Democrat and
one helluva card player. You were a
great dame grandma.®

Yies, by almost amy standard my
grandmather had a remarkable time
on earth. Bom In 1914 n Walout
Cionve, shie came along at a perod
when opportunities for women were
scance. Desplte that, she entered the
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working world after ghving birth to
my dad and two daughters and
became a fixture at the Stokes
County Courthouse In the Clerk of
Courns office,

she was a major player in political
and civic ife In Stokes County not
only helping my grandfather
become elected to the state Housa
bt also serving on the Stokes
County Board of Bducation. she told
me in December that she was on the
bieard when the controversial decl-
slon was made to close the school In
Danbury, which wam't a popular
move In her hometown.

“My name was mud fora long
time after that,” she said.

she was a founding member of
the board tasked with overseelng the
construction of the first and only
hespital in Stokes County — Stokes-
Reynolds Memorial Hospital located
at the point wher Danbury ends
and the mad to Hanglng Rock State
Park begins. She was also nstru-
mental n bringing a lbmary to
Danbury

Twas able to watch my grand-
mather up close becanss growing up
we Inved almost a stone's throw

apart All the kids in town spent
hours playing basketball at a goal set
up In her side yard and we had the
mn of her house when we needed
something to drink. Ifwe had a
question and she wasnt home we
simply walked up to the courthouse
and asked.

Later, after T graduated from col-
lesge and she suffered a mik stroke, 1
stayed at her hooss for about thres
months until she was comfortable
belng on her own again. We ate pop-
com and watched elther sports or
movies on TV, We had curselves a
time.

It'shardly a colncidence that we
shared a passion for sports —paic-
ulady baseball. Omce cable TV came
along she watched the Afdanta
Braves each and every day until her
evesight failled. She adord Geg
Maddie Even though I'm a 5. Louls
Cardmals fan, she never held that
agains me.

W had laks more in commin. We
could talk movies, books, palitics
and ACC baskethall or football .
Grandma and her sister Mary were
tremendons bridge players and were
anee considersd among the best

around. Nobody wanted totake
them on. I certainly woukdnt.

Grandma was stylish, too. she had
the first Ford Mustang 1 ever saw.
She It b0 me when T turned 16
and bought herself a Cutlass
SUpreme,

And 1 stll remember what she
sald when I asked how she lked Tne-
ing In acl recirement vill
mge-r I:-elngqﬁ:eganhurfmrs: Iz%?g,
“well,” she drawled In that meas-
umd way of talking common to the
Dunlap clan. “Ilike this place all
right, except Its got too many
Republicans — and Yankess.” I never
told her that 1 occasionally vote
Republican. she happily reconciled
her%lelf to the fact Epﬁ [!Irrnarr'ne-:l a
Yankee.

1'was, after all, her first grandehild,
which made me golden. In her eyes
thiere was very little I could do
WIONg,

Good bye Grandma. And don't
warry, I'll keep an eye an the Braves
for o,
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